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Spy suspect lawyer

$

casts doubt on FBI

From Chicego Tribune wires
BALTIMORE—A defense law-
yer on Thursda}\; pressed the FBI
to explain why accused spy
Ronald Peiton was not told of gis
right to remain silent during ques-
tioning that led to his arrest on
charges of selling secrets to the
viets. "

Pelton, a former communica-
tions specialist with the National
ity Agency, was interrogated
at an Annapolis hotel last Novem-
ber for several hours, during which
he gave authorities information
about his contacts with Soviet
GB agents, according to FBI
special agent David Faulkner.

Faulkner said the FB] never
guaranteed Pelton immunity from
prosecution in return for coopera-
tion in the investigation.

“I told Mr. Pelton he had con-
trol of the way history viewed this
event if he cooperated,” Faulkner
said. “I never told him what his
options were.”

Faulkner was responding to ac-
cusations by public defender Fred
Bennett that the FBI deceived Pel-
ton by indicating he would not be
prosecuted if he cooperated with
agents.

During that time, agents did not
advise him of his right to remain
silent or to request an attorney,
Faulkner said under cross-exami-
nation Thursday.

Bennett indicated Pelton be-
lieved the FBI wanted him to be a
double agent if he cooperated.
Faulkner admitted this was a pos-
sibility but never became an op-
tion.

Agents also did not advise Fel-

ton that he was free to leave at
any time, but did permit him to
drive from Annapolis to Washing-
ton to visit the apartment of his
girifriend, Faulkner said,

At the time, Faulkner testified,
the FBI was conducting electronic
surveillance of the woman’s apart-
ment and telephone, and of Pel-
ton’s automobile and office in an
Annapolis marina. In addition, he
said, FBI agents followed Peiton
and took his passport before he
left the hote].

While Pelton was visiting his
irlfriend, Faulkner telephoned
imandaskedhimtoretumto
the hotel, where he was questioned
again. Pelton was then formally
read his rights and was arrested on
espionage charges.

Bennett has sougn to show that
the FBI induced Peiton to make
incriminating statements in viola-
tion of his eréghts. The defense has
not contested allegations that Pel-
ton sold the Soviets secrets about
the way the NSA collects, decodes
and analyzes Soviet communica-
tions.

Pelton, 44, is charged with six
counts of espionage for selling
U.S. intelligence monitoring se-
crets, and faces life in prison if
convicted on all counts.

ay_might with a statement
aid was aut] ed b e

N

reporters ag_ains; Writ-

: . - 00100120023-3
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/03 : CIA-RDP91-00561R0



